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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 20, 2009

LOCAL LIBRARIES NOW PROVIDE NORTH CAROLINIANS AND STUDENTS WITH HEALTH, SCIENCE, AND HOMEWORK RESOURCES AT THEIR FINGER TIPS 
CHARLOTTE, NC – Local libraries have three new online research tools to offer their library patrons, including Consumer Health Complete, Science Reference Center, and TOPICsearch. The three databases aimed at providing health, science, and homework-related information, are provided through NC LIVE, North Carolina’s consortium for the state’s nearly 200 public and academic libraries. The research databases are available to all North Carolinians for free online through the websites of local libraries across the state, or through www.nclive.org.

The new services came at no added cost to North Carolina libraries as a result of an agreement between EBSCO Information Services, NC LIVE, and NC WiseOwl, the online information service for public schools administered by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.  The added resources include: 

· Consumer Health Complete – a database featuring information on health, wellness, and traditional and holistic medicine, on topics including aging, cancer, nutrition, and men’s and women’s health

· Science Reference Center – a full-text resource that supplies students with access to hundreds of science encyclopedias, reference books, and journal articles on topics including biology, chemistry, technology, and wildlife, and provides teachers with articles related to state and national curriculum standards 

· TOPICsearch – a current events database that allows researchers to explore popular and controversial issues discussed in today’s classrooms, including more than 60,000 articles from sources, such as international and regional newspapers

"Charlotte and Mecklenburg County residents and all North Carolinians can use these new research tools to learn more about what they're studying in school or about health issues that are affecting their families, and about topics that are in the news, just by using their local library's website," said Charles Brown, Director of the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County.  "Google is a great tool, but NC LIVE resources, such as Consumer Health Complete, provide people with information that publishers don't place on the Web for free. These library services can empower North Carolinians to discover new information and make decisions without ever having to leave home."

North Carolina schools will also benefit from the agreement. NC WiseOwl now provides public and charter schools with a wide variety of online resources, previously only available through NC LIVE member libraries.  The new NC WiseOwl EBSCO databases give schools, students, teachers, and parents across the state additional access to critical online resources and research tools available through www.ncwiseowl.org.

About NC LIVE

Patrons from the state's public libraries, as well as students, faculty, and staff from any of North Carolina's community colleges, independent colleges and universities, and public universities can access all NC LIVE content at no cost.  Designed for at-home use, NC LIVE resources are available from any Internet connection at www.nclive.org.  The NC LIVE collection includes electronic resources for children and adults on topics ranging from careers, business, and investing, to auto repair, health, history, and genealogy.  Contact your local library for access to NC LIVE.  For more information, please visit www.nclive.org.

About NC WiseOwl

NC WiseOwl is a Web site that has, as its centerpiece, several K-12-relevant databases. NC WiseOwl, available from www.ncwiseowl.org, is administered by the Instructional Technology Section of the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, and is provided as a resource for public and charter schools in North Carolina.

About EBSCO Information Services

EBSCO Information Services is the leading service provider of e-journal, e-book and e-journal package and print subscriptions, e-resource management tools, full-text and secondary databases, and related services for all types of libraries and research organizations.
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